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Public Notices 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: MDA Publishes BMP list for the  
Cold Spring Drinking Water Supply Management Area  
 
The Groundwater Protection Rule was developed to minimize nitrate pollution to  
Minnesota’s groundwater from fertilizer sources and provides a blueprint to work with  
local farmers and ag stakeholders to reduce nitrate loss to groundwater.  
 
On January 15, 2020, Cold Spring was designated a Level 2 Drinking Water Supply  
Management Area (DWSMA) under the Groundwater Protection Rule due to elevated  
levels of nitrate-nitrogen in one of its public wells. 
 
Working with a local advisory team that includes farmers and agronomists operating  
cropland within the DWSMA and City of Cold Spring staff, the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture developed the following list of nitrogen best management practices (BMPs) to 
protect groundwater in the area. A detailed list of these practices and associated definitions 
is available at www.mda.state.mn.us/coldspring-dwsma.  
 
• Apply nitrogen to dryland corn at or below the low end of the 0.15 Maximum Return to  
   Nitrogen (MRTN) in the University of Minnesota’s nitrogen fertilizer application  
   guidelines. Currently, this is: 

o   135 lbs nitrogen/acre for corn following soybeans 
o   165 lbs nitrogen/acre for corn following corn 

• Apply nitrogen to irrigated corn at or below the 0.10 MRTN in the University of  
   Minnesota’s nitrogen fertilizer application guidelines. Currently, this is:  

o   180 lbs nitrogen/acre for corn following soybeans  
o   210 lbs nitrogen/acre for corn following corn 

• For all other crops grown within the DWSMA, nitrogen rates must follow the current  
   University of Minnesota guidance applicable to that crop. 
• Account for all nitrogen sources when calculating nitrogen rate. 
• Take appropriate credits for previous legume crops and manure used in the crop rotation. 
• Split applications of nitrogen fertilizer on coarse texture soil. 
• On coarse-textured soils use nitrogen stabilizer on labeled crops when applying at early 
   sidedress. 
 
In addition to this notice, letters were sent to farmers and landowners to ensure that  
everyone operating cropland in the DWSMA follows the BMPs. MDA staff will continue to 
work with local farmers and other partners to raise awareness about the importance of these 
practices, provide technical assistance, and identify funding to support management 
changes.  
 
The MDA will conduct an evaluation to determine whether these practices are implemented 
on at least 80% of all cropland in the DWSMA, excluding soybeans. If BMPs are not adopted 
on 80% of the cropland acres or if nitrate levels in public wells increases, the DWSMA may 
move to a Level 3 in which requirements for nitrogen fertilizer management are issued. This 
evaluation will occur no sooner than three growing seasons after the BMPs are published 
and could occur as early as fall 2029. 
 
For more information, please visit www.mda.state.mn.us/coldspring-dwsma.  

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEARNS 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
Seventh Judicial District 

Case Type: Probate 
Court File No.:  
73-PR-26-6926 

 
 

ORDER AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL PROBATE 
OF WILL AND APPOINT-

MENT OF PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE AND NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS 
 

In Re: Estate of 
 
Richard M. Loso, 
Decedent 
____________________________ 

 
TO ALL INTERESTED 

PERSONS AND CREDITORS:  
It is Ordered and Notice is 

hereby given that on the 2nd 
day of October, 2026, at 8:45 
A.M., a hearing will be held in 
the above named Court at St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, for the for-
mal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be the will of the 
above-named decedent, dated 
June 26, 2026, and for the ap-
pointment of Michelle L. 
Schmidt and Glen G. Schmidt, 
whose mailing address is 121 
Serenity Court, Avon, MN 
56310, as personal representa-
tives of the estate of the above-
named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that 
any objections thereto must be 
filed with the Court. That, if 
proper, and no objections are 
filed, the personal representa-
tives will be appointed to ad-
minister the estate, to collect 
all assets, pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes and expenses, 
and sell real and personal 
property, and do all necessary 
acts for the estate. This hear-
ing will be held administrative-
ly, and your appearance is not 
required. 

Notice is further given that 
ALL CREDITORS having 
claims against said estate are 
required to present the same to 
said personal representative or 
to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the 

date of this notice or said 
claims will be barred. 

 
(COURT SEAL) 
 
Dated: August 26, 2026 
Vicki E. Landwehr 
Judge 
 
Dated: August 26, 2026 
George Lock 
Court Administrator 
 
Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
Dated August 26, 2026 
 
Attorney for Petitioner 
Willenbring, Dahl, Wocken  
& Zimmermann, PLLC 
Laura L. Martin 
(0330176)  
318 Main Street 
P.O. Box 417 
Cold Spring, MN 56320 
Telephone: (320) 685-3678 
 

(Publish Sept. 15 & 22, 2026) ____________________________
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
STEARNS COUNTY 
 

DISTRICT COURT  
7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Court File Number: 
73-JV-26-4214 

Case Type:  
CHIPS-Permanency 

 
 

Summons and Notice 
Termination of  

Parental Rights Matter  
 

In the Matter of the Welfare of 
the Child(ren) of: 
 
Lisa Lashaun Bowden 
(Mother) 
 
and 
 
Calvin Earl Smith 
(Father) 
____________________________ 

        
NOTICE TO: Calvin Earl 

Smith, Above-named par-
ent(s) or legal custodian(s). 

 
• A Termination of Parental 

Rights Petition has been filed 
in the Juvenile Court alleging 
that parental rights of the 
above-named parent(s) or legal 

custodian(s) to the child(ren) 
named in the petition should 
be permanently severed. 

• This is your notice that 
this Termination of Parental 
Rights case is scheduled for a 
remote hearing before the Ju-
venile Court located at 725 
Courthouse Square Room 134 
St. Cloud MN 56303, on Octo-
ber 26, 2026 at 9:30 AM or as 
soon after as the case can be 
heard. Please contact court ad-
ministration to get the remote 
hearing information. 

• YOU ARE ORDERED to 
appear before the Juvenile 
Court at the scheduled time 
and date. 

• You have a right to be 
represented by counsel. 

• If you fail to appear at the 
hearing, the Court may still 
conduct the hearing and grant 
appropriate relief, including 
permanently severing the 
parental rights of the above-
named parent(s) or legal custo-
dian(s) or taking permanent 
custody of the child(ren) 
named in the Petition. 

 
Dated September 9, 2026 
 
George Lock 
Court Administrator 
Stearns County District 

Court 
725 Courthouse Square  
Room 134 
St. Cloud, MN 56303  
320‐656‐3620 
 

(Publish Sept. 15 - 29, 2026) ___________________________
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEARNS 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
Seventh Judicial District 

Probate/ 
Mental Health Division 

Court File No.:  
73-PR-26-7354 

 
 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL  

REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE  

TO CREDITORS 
 

In Re the Estate of: 
Kevin Patrick Barry, also 

known as Kevin P. Barry, 
also known as Kevin Barry, 

Decedent. 
____________________________ 

 
Notice is given that an Ap-

plication for Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed with the 
Registrar. The application has 
been granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally ap-
pointed TYLER N. BARRY, 
whose address is 1944 Linda 
Lane, Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
56301, to serve as Personal 
Representative of the Dece-
dent’s estate. 

Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be enti-
tled to appointment as Person-
al Representative or may ob-
ject to the appointment of the 
Personal Representative. Un-
less objections are filed with 
the Court (pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. 524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the Personal 
Representative has full power 
to administer the Estate in-
cluding, after thirty (30) days 
from the issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, 
lease, or distribute any interest 
in real estate owned by the 
Decedent. 

Any objections to the ap-
pointment of the Personal Rep-
resentative must be filed with 
this Court and will be heard by 
the Court after the filing of an 
appropriate petition and prop-
er notice of hearing. 

Notice is further given that, 
subject to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
801, all creditors having claims 
against the Decedent’s estate 
are required to present the 
claims to the Personal Repre-
sentative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four (4) 
months after the date of this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred. 

 
Dated: September 10, 2026 
Lea Hippe 
Registrar 
 
Dated: September 10, 2026 
George Lock 
Court Administrator 
 
Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
Dated September 10, 2026 
 
Attorneys for Applicant 
Ryan T. Damhof,  
MN 0396017 
Donna R. Whipple,  
MN 0506740 
Sandahl & Damhof 
3500 American Blvd West 
Suite 190 
Bloomington, MN, 55431 
Telephone: (612) 866-6000 
Email:  
ryan@sandahldamhof.com 
donna@sandahldamhof.com 
 

(Publish Sept. 15 & 22, 2026) ____________________________
 

Stearns County 
Board of Commissioners 

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026 
Call to Order 
9:00 AM Meeting called to 

order by Joe Perske, Vice-
Chair, on Tuesday, August 25, 
2026  in the Board Room of the 
Stearns County Administra-
tion Center, 705 Courthouse 
Square, St. Cloud, MN. 

Roll Call 
Present:Commissioner Dis-

trict 1 Tarryl Clark, Commis-
sioner District 2 Joe Perske, 
Commissioner District 3 Jeff 
Bertram, and Commissioner 
District 4 Bob Johnson 

Absent: Commissioner Dis-
trict 5 Steve Notch 

Approve Agenda 
After moving Item K. “Is-

sues by Commissioners” to 
take place before the Closed 
Session, motion was made to 
approve the agenda. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 3 Jeff 
Bertram 

SECONDER: District 4 
Bob Johnson 

Consent Agenda 
E.1. Approve Minutes of Au-

gust 4, 2026 County Board 
Meeting. 

E.2. Authorize Advertise-
ment for Bids for Redundant 
Fiber Network Connection.  No 
bid opening date determined at 
this time. 

E.3. Approve the purchase 
of 13 - 2027 Vehicles for the 
Sheriff’s Office; 11 from Tenvo-
orde Ford, Inc. in the amount 
of $493,424.20 under State of 
Minnesota Contract # 244262; 
2 from Midway Ford in the 
amount of $95,106.00 under 
State of Minnesota Contract 
#259180. 

E.4. Approve purchase of 
regular road salt at contracted 
rates per ton under State of 
Minnesota Contract #230567 
from Compass Minerals Ameri-
ca, Inc. for the 2026/2027 sea-
son, not to exceed $480,000.  

E.5. Approve and Authorize 
Final Payment for 2025 Seal 
Coat.to Asphalt Surfaces Tech-
nologies Corp. 

E.6. Approve and Authorize 
Final Payment for SAP 073-
599-086, bridge replacement 
for St Joe Township to 

Landwehr Construction Inc. 
E.8. Approve Temporary 3.2 

Percent Malt Liquor Applica-
tion submitted by Lions Club 
of Albany Minnesota for the 
period September 16, 2028 
through September 20, 2026 
for event to be held at Albany 
Pioneer Grounds located in Al-
bany Township. 

E.9. Approve Minutes of 
County Ditch 28 Redetermina-
tion of Benefits Final Hearing 
held on July 16, 2026. 

E.10. For Informational 
Purposes Only, Claims Paid for 
July 25th, 2026, through Au-
gust 14th, 2026, amounted to 
$14,793,721.32, excluding in-
vestment purchases. 

Consent Agenda Vote: 
Motion was made to ap-

prove the agenda with the ex-
ception of E.7 regarding an up-
date on the Rockville County 
Park Habitat Restoration Part-
nership with Stearns Conser-
vation District (SCD). 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 1 Tarryl 
Clark 

SECONDER: District 3 
Jeff Bertram 

Administration 
F.1. 2027 Housing and Re-

development Authority of 
Stearns County Levy Request 

Neil Fortier, HRA Executive 
Director, provided a brief 
overview of Stearns County 
HRA budget for 2027 and  dis-
cussed programs associated 
with the HRA program in 
Stearns County. After some 
discussion, motion was made 
to approve Resolution 26-44 
authorizing the $600,000 HRA 
levy request for 2027, an in-
crease of $25,000 from 2026.  

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 4 Bob 
Johnson 

SECONDER: District 1 
Tarryl Clark 

Public Works 
G.1. CSAH 75 Speed Study 
Chris Byrd, County Engi-

neer, provided a brief overview 
of the need for a speed study 
on CSAH 75. Motion was made 
to approve Resolution 26-45 re-
questing the Commissioner of 
Transportation to complete an 
engineering speed study on 
CSAH 75 between CSAH 7 and 
Opportunity Drive. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 3 Jeff 
Bertram 

SECONDER: District 1 
Tarryl Clark 

Building Facilities 
H.1. Update on Justice Cen-

ter Project 
Kevin Korneck, Facilities 

Manager, provided an update 
on construction of the Stearns 
County Justice Center. Mr. Ko-
rneck stated the project is on 
schedule with major earthwork 
almost completed and work on 
concrete footings and founda-
tions have begun. 

RESULT: NO VOTE - IN-
FORMATIONAL ONLY 

H.2. Receive update on sales 
tax. 

Kevin Korneck, Facilities 
Manager, provided an update 
on collection of local sale tax 
for the Stearns County Justice 
Center project. Collections 
through August 2026 were in 
the amount of  $15,552,613.00, 
meeting initial projections. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 1 Tarryl 
Clark 

SECONDER: District 4 
Bob Johnson 

H.3. Approve Change Order 
Kevin Korneck, Facilities 

Manager, provided an 
overview of a Change Order for 
earthwork. After some discus-
sion, motion was made to ap-
prove a Change Order Add Re-
quest for Veit Construction, 
Work Scope 31-A for Highway 
Utilities and Sitework, in the 
amount of $684,876.13 and 
reestablish contract amount 
for signing authority to Facili-
ties Manager or Jail Captain to 
include this change order 
amount. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 1 Tarryl 
Clark 

SECONDER: District 4 
Bob Johnson 

Closed Session 
I.1. A closed session pur-

suant section 13D.05 Subdivi-
sion 3 of MN Statutes to consid-
er the purchase of two parcels 
numbered 82.44015.0120 and 
82.43744.0170. 

Motion was made to recess 
the Regular County Board 
Meeting and enter into Closed 
Session. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 3 Jeff 
Bertram 

SECONDER: District 4 
Bob Johnson 

Resume Open Session to 
Act Upon Discussion from 
Closed Session 

Adjournment 
Vice-Chair Perske ad-

journed the County Board 
Meeting at 10:46 AM. 

Stearns County 
Board of Commissioners  

Work Session Minutes 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026 
Call to Order 
11:00 AM Meeting called to 

order by Joe Perske, Vice-
Chair, on Tuesday, August 25, 
2026  in the Board Room of the 
Stearns County Administra-
tion Center, 705 Courthouse 
Square, St. Cloud, MN. 

Roll Call 
Present: Commissioner Dis-

trict 1 Tarryl Clark, Commis-
sioner District 2 Joe Perske, 
Commissioner District 3 Jeff 
Bertram, and Commissioner 
District 4 Bob Johnson 

Absent: Commissioner Dis-
trict 5 Steve Notch 

2027 Budget Update 
After reviewing the “2027 

Budget & Staffing Recommen-
dation Update” presentation, 
motion was made to approve 
the personnel budget recom-
mendations, as presented. 

Human Services: 2 Eligibili-
ty Specialists and 2 Social 
Workers 

Sheriff’s Office: 1 Deputy 
Recruitment for these posi-

tions will begin in September 
2026, with an anticipated hire 
date of October 2026. 

RESULT: APPROVED 
[UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: District 1 Tarryl 
Clark 

SECONDER: District 4 
Bob Johnson 

Highway Budget Discus-
sion 

Chris Byrd, County Engi-
neer, presented the Draft 5 
Year Road and Bridge Plan 
Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 
for Stearns County, including 
implications for the 2027 
Budget. 

RESULT: INFORMA-
TIONAL ONLY – NO VOTE 

Household Hazardous 
Waste Budget Discussion 

Chelle Benson, Environ-
mental Services Director, and 
Mark Latterell, Environmental 
Services Supervisor, presented 
on the Environmental Health 
Budget for 2027. 

RESULT: INFORMA-
TIONAL ONLY – NO VOTE 

Interim Administration 
Update 

Jill Suurmeyer, Interim 
County Administrator, provid-
ed a brief Administration up-
date. 

RESULT: INFORMA-
TIONAL ONLY – NO VOTE 

Adjournment 
Vice-Chair Perske ad-

journed the County Board 
Work Session at 2:10 PM. 

 
(Publish September 22, 2026) 

_____________________________ 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF STEARNS 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Court File No: 
73-PR-26-5866 
 
 

 
NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

APPOINTMENT OF  
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-

TIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS (INTESTATE) 
 
Estate of 
  Jodi L. Zwilling  
  (a/k/a Jodi Lynn Zwilling), 
                     Decedent 
_____________________________ 

 
Notice is given that an ap-

plication for informal appoint-
ment of personal representa-
tive has been filed with the 
Registrar. No will has been 
presented for probate. The ap-
plication has been granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally ap-
pointed Jeffrey J. Botz, whose 
address is 337 Keystone Court, 
St. Joseph, MN 56374, as per-
sonal representative of the Es-
tate of the Decedent. Any heir 
or other interested person may 
be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of 
the personal representative. 
Unless objections are filed with 
the Court (pursuant to Min-
nesota Statutes section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise 
orders, the personal represen-
tative has full power to admin-
ister the Estate including, af-
ter 30 days from the date of 
issuance of letters, the power 
to sell, encumber, lease or dis-
tribute real estate. 

Any objections to the ap-
pointment of the Personal Rep-
resentative must be filed with 
this Court and will be heard by 
the Court after the filing of an 
appropriate petition and prop-
er notice of hearing. 

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all creditors 
having claims against the Es-
tate are required to present the 
claims to the personal repre-
sentative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months 
after the date of this Notice or 
the claims will be barred. 
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Miscellaneous 

For Rent 

Classifieds

Horoscopes 
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 
Aries, it is time to be on the 
lookout for fresh financial 
opportunities. Set new goals 
for yourself, and put your fi-
nances at the top of your 
priority list. 
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 
Taurus, don’t bother at-
tracting people through 
false advertising. Instead, 
be authentic and you will 
find you garner much more 
attention and adoration. 
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, the universe is try-
ing to send you cues this 
week. But you will only re-
ceive these cues if you keep 
your eyes and ears open. 
Things may not be what 
they seem. 
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, if you want others 
to open up, you have to start 
the conversation by sharing 
something from your heart 
as well. Make an effort to be 
more open in the days 
ahead. 
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, this week you have the 
strength and motivation to 
accomplish your goals. You 
will sigh with relief when 
everything gets accom-
plished on time and in or-
der. 
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 
You have a green light to 
spoil yourself this week, Vir-
go. It isn’t something you do 
often, so let loose a little bit 
and splurge on some luxu-
ries. 
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23 
Libra, a dear friend or rela-
tive could use your support 
right now. Offer a helping 
hand or even a shoulder to 
cry on so this special person 
knows you’re there to help. 
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 
Make an effort to be a social 
butterfly in the week ahead, 
Scorpio. This will quench 
your thirst to be around oth-
ers. Don’t be afraid to recon-
nect with old friends. 
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 
23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, this is a great 
week to establish a financial 
strategy that fits into your 
lifestyle. If this involves re-
visiting your professional 
ambitions, then so be it. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 
22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, don’t be afraid to 
shake things up a bit this 
week. You may not have 
time to mince words, so 
don’t hesitate to get to the 
point. Others will appreci-
ate your candor. 
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 
18 
It is time to be your own 
teacher and become an ex-
pert in any subject you de-
sire, Aquarius. Start doing 
your research and you may 
be surprised at the discover-
ies. 
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, this week you might 
start seeing a platonic pal in 
a more amorous way. The 
affinity you share may be 
the foundation for a great 
relationship.

We pay top dollar 
for junk cars, trucks 

and late model 
repairables! 

Call 320-236-7477

Richmond News 
continued from page 7

Richmond News 
continued on page 12

Public Notices 
continued from page 10

Misc. Sales

Classifieds 
Work!

APARTMENT FOR RENT

• 2 Bedroom $895/month 
• $400 Deposit  
• Cats ok ($20/month Pet Rent)    
• NO DOGS  

  Jeff • 612-221-0433 

ST. CLOUD • NEAR SCSU

Help Wanted 

EMPLOYMENT  
OPPORTUNITY 

Township of Wakefield 
Treasurer Position 

The Township of Wake-
field is accepting applica-
tions for a part-time Treas-
urer position. The 
successful applicant will re-
port to the Wakefield 
Township Board of Super-
visors and be responsible 
for performing a variety of 
duties related to the treas-
urer position, financial re-
porting, accounting, payroll 
and bookkeeping functions.   

Desired skills and abili-
ties should include: 

•  Familiarity with 
QuickBooks, Microsoft 
Word and Excel  

•  Accounting or book-
keeping background 

•  Attention to detail 
•  Have a flexible sched-

ule, approximately 40-60 
hours/month 

•  Good interpersonal 
and communication skills 

•  Ability to follow proce-
dures and instructions 

Please submit a Letter of 
Interest by September 30, 
2026 via mail or email to:  

Wakefield Township 
22295 Frostview Road 
Cold Spring, MN 56320 
or 
clerk@wakefieldtown-

ship.net 
 
______________aug25-sept29ch

JOHN CLARK SENIOR  
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

This spacious, Senior (50+) 
Two-bedroom apartment, one-
bath, currently renting for 
$1300 per month, is nestled in 
the heart of Rockville, MN. The 
unit has a full kitchen, living 
room, dining area and a south 
facing patio. The building also 
has many public rooms for your 
use, a puzzle/exercise room, a 
community room with a 
kitchen, and an extra hotel-
style bedroom. If you are inter-
ested in renting a quiet, homey 
unit, please contact Ben at 
(320) 407-3724.  
 
 
________________sept15&22ch

GARAGE SALE 
32-55 Willow Creek Dr., Waite 
Park starting Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23rd through Friday, 
September 25th from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Crib, crafts, jewelry, baked 
goods and many misc. items. 
 
____________________sept22pd

 
BY THE COURT 
 
Dated: September 10, 2026 
Lea Hippe 
Registrar 
 
Dated: September 10, 2026 
George Lock 
Court Administrator 
 
Filed in District Court 
State of Minnesota 
Dated September 10, 2026 
 
Attorney for Applicant 
Claudia M. Revermann,  
#0317664  
Revermann Lund Ross 
130 Division Street,  
Suite 118  
Waite Park, MN 56387 
Telephone: (320) 258-9383 
Fax: (320) 287-5747 
 

(Publish Sept. 22 & 29, 2026) 
_____________________________ 

NOTICE OF  
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF ROCKVILLE 
Notice is hereby given that 

the Rockville Planning Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, October 
7, 2026 at approximately 
6:00 p.m. at Rockville City 
Hall – 229 Broadway Street 
East to consider the request of 
Erin Kern for a variance from 
the city’s ordinance that would 
allow an accessory structure to 
be constructed in the front 
yard and a 20’ setback from 
the side yard property line.  
The address of the property is: 
25104 Halfman Rd, with a le-
gal description of Parcel No. 
76.41608.0400, intersection of 
W LN E2SW4 with Halfman 
RD N1721’-E245’-S1835’ to in-
tersection said RD. 

The request is to construct 
an accessory structure (40’ X 
26’) in the front yard and a 20’ 
setback from the side yard 
property line. 

All persons attending the 
hearing and wishing to address 
the Planning Commission will 
have an opportunity to do so. 
Those not able to be present at 
this meeting should submit 
their opinions in writing to the 
Rockville City Administrator/-
Clerk, P.O. Box 93, Rockville, 
MN 56369 prior to the hearing. 

 
Judy Neu 
Finance Director 
 

(Publish September 22, 2026)

 
100 miles) and the long-
term average (six rabbits 
per 100 miles). The south-
west region had the highest 
cottontail index (24 rabbits 
per 100 miles), followed by 
the east central (22.4 rab-
bits per 100 miles), central 
(20.6 rabbits/100 miles), 
and south central (14.6 rab-
bits/100 miles). 

 
Duck Hunters: 
Keep it Safe! 

The duck hunting season 
is just around the corner.  
It is enjoyed by many; 
young, old, guys and gals, 
but it does come with some 
inherent dangers that de-
serves a little reminder to 
those taking to the water. 
Please make sure you pack 
the one thing that could 

save life – your life jackets. 
According to national 

statistics, more hunters die 
every year from cold water 
shock, hypothermia and 
drowning than firearms 
mishaps. Minnesota law re-
quires a readily accessible 
U.S. Coast Guard approved 
life jacket of the proper size 
and type for every person 
on duck boats. Plus, for 
boats 16-feet and longer, 
one U.S. Coast Guard ap-
proved flotation seat cush-
ion must be on board to 
throw to someone in dis-
tress. Seat cushions are no 
longer approved as primary 
flotation devices. 

Life jackets made with 
the waterfowler in mind 
are available in camouflage 
colors, including inflatable 
life jackets and belt-pack 
vests. According to water 
safety experts, having a life 
jacket doesn’t matter if it’s 
stuffed in a decoy sack 
when an accident occurs. 
“You just don’t have time,” 
says, Tim Smalley of the 
MN DNR, said. “Trying to 
put on a life jacket during a 
boating accident would be 
like trying to buckle a seat 
belt during a car crash.” 
The DNR also discourages 
hunters from wearing hip 
boots or waders in a boat 
due to safety concerns. 
Hunters have drowned 
while trying to take their 
waders off after they have 
fallen into the water or 
their boat has capsized.  

Hunters who choose to 
wear hip boots or waders in 
a boat and suddenly enter 
the water should pull their 
knees up to their chest, be-
cause air trapped in the 
waders or hip boots can act 
as a flotation device. 
“Hunters should practice 
this maneuver in warm 
shallow water before they 
need to do it in an emer-
gency,” Smalley said. 

It is also up to you to 
help prevent the spread of 
invasive water species!   

The Minnesota DNR 
advises hunters to: 

•  Clean all aquatic 
plants, animals and mud 
from all gear, boats, cloth-
ing, dogs and vehicles. 

•  DRAIN all water from 
boats and equipment and 
leave drain plugs out when 
transporting. 

•  DRY everything for at 
least five days before hunt-
ing in other waters. 

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
offers these water safety 
tips for duck hunters: 

•  Wear a life jacket to 
and from the blind; there 
are now life jackets avail-
able for around $40 with 
mesh in the upper body 
that allow hunters to shoul-
der a gun but still offer pro-
tection from cold water. 

•  Don’t overload the 
boat; take two trips if nec-
essary. 

•  Don’t wear waders or 
hip boots in the boat or at 
least learn how to float 
with them on. 

•  Stay near shore and 
avoid crossing large ex-

panses of open water, espe-
cially in bad weather 

•  Share trip plans with 
someone and advise them 
to call authorities if travel-
ing party does not return 
on schedule. 

•  In case of capsizing or 
swamping, stay with the 
boat; even when filled with 
water; that will provide 
some flotation and is more 
likely to be seen by poten-
tial rescuers. 

Several hunters in dis-
tress have been rescued in 
the last few years when 
they called for help on their 
cell phones. “If you are near 
enough to a cell phone tow-
er, it’s a good idea to bring 
your cell phone along in a 
waterproof, zipper-locked 
bag to call for help if you 
get into trouble,” Smalley 
advised. “The phone can be 
used without removing it 
from the bag.” 

The DNR has a free pub-
lication about waterfowl 
hunting boat safety and is 
available by calling the 
DNR Information Center at 
651-296-6157 or toll-free 
888-646-6367. 

 
Minnesota 
Pheasant  
Hunting Season 
Opens Saturday, 
October 10th! 

The Minnesota pheasant 
index is up nearly 20% in 
the 2026 Minnesota August 
Roadside Survey, according 
to the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

“The increase in the 
pheasant index across the 
state and within several re-
gions is good news for 
pheasant hunters this fall,” 
said Steven Woodley, DNR 
senior wildlife research bi-
ologist. “Our warmer win-
ter likely helped the over-
winter survival of hens, 
and the drier and warmer 
spring and summer created 
better conditions for nest-
ing and brood-rearing rela-
tive to last year.” 

This year’s pheasant in-
dex was 90 birds per 100 
miles of roads driven, com-
pared to 75 birds in 2025. 
Pheasant indices increased 
in the west central, central, 
and south central regions 
by 74%, 25%, and 17%, re-
spectively. The west central 
and southwest regions both 
had pheasant indices above 
130 birds per 100 miles and 
should provide the best 
pheasant hunting opportu-
nities, though the south 
central and central regions 
should also offer good op-
portunities. In contrast, 
pheasant indices decreased 
in the southeast, east cen-
tral and southwest regions 
by 51%, 29% and 15%, re-
spectively. 

Observers counted more 
broods, which generally 
bodes well for pheasant 
numbers. There were 93 
broods per 100 hens, an in-
crease from 82 broods per 
100 hens in 2025. Those 

who were observing count-
ed an average of four chicks 
per brood, the same as in 
2025. 

“The increase in brood 
numbers for a second year 
in a row is welcomed after 
their decline in 2024 due to 
wet spring conditions,” 
Woodley said. 

Weather and habitat are 
the main influences on 
Minnesota’s pheasant pop-
ulation trends. Weather 
causes annual fluctuations 
in pheasant numbers, while 
habitat drives long-term 
population trends. This 
year’s median hatch date of 
June 11th was about a 
week earlier than last year 
and the 10-year average. 

Pheasant hunting ar-
eas 

Many publicly owned 
lands are open to hunting, 
as are private lands en-
rolled in the state’s Walk-
in-Access program. 
Hunters can use the Min-
nesota DNR’s online map-
ping tools to find wildlife 
management areas by ac-
cessing the WMA finder 
and the Minnesota DNR 
Recreation Compass to lo-
cate public hunting land 
and private lands enrolled 
in the Walk-In Access pro-
gram, including updates on 
the condition of specific 
properties. 

Habitat factors 
Suitable pheasant habi-

tat fluctuates in response 
to agricultural conservation 
program enrollment, such 
as in the Conservation Re-
serve Program. Habitat set-
aside programs, and espe-
cially the CRP, play a large 
role in providing habitat for 
pheasants in Minnesota. 

The CRP, authorized un-
der the federal Farm Bill, 
pays farmers to remove en-
vironmentally sensitive 
land from agricultural pro-
duction and restore vegeta-
tion that reduces soil ero-
sion, improves water 
quality, and provides habi-
tat for wildlife and pollina-
tors. 

From 2025 to 2026, 
there were roughly 42,000 
fewer acres of private lands 
in Minnesota enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program. There were no 
changes in the number of 
private lands enrolled in 
the Reinvest in Minnesota 
program; however, public 
WMAs managed by the 
Minnesota DNR did in-
crease by about 13,000 
acres from 2025. Addition-
ally, private lands enrolled 
in the Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Pro-
gram (a different program 
than the CRP) increased by 
about 2,000 acres compared 
to 2025. Overall, there was 
a net loss of about 22,500 
acres of protected wildlife 
habitat compared to 2025. 

The Minnesota pheasant 
hunting season opens 9 
a.m. Saturday, October 10, 
2026. 

 

And Speaking of 
Pheasant... 
Free-Range  
and Organic! 

If you haven’t had roast 
pheasant, you don’t know 
what you’re missing!    
There is of course the  fa-
mous “pheasant under 
glass” thought to be only 
for the rich and famous or 
the Midwest version with 
cream of mushroom soup!  
But there is a better way to 
enjoy the rich, tastiness of 
this game bird!   

As with any wild game, 
such as venison, elk, moose 
or game birds to include; 
ducks, geese pheasant, or 
grouse, it is important to 
practice good field dressing 
skills when taking from the 
wild to the table. “Field 
dressing”, by definition, is 
removing the organs as 
quickly as possible to rapid-
ly reduce body heat to pre-
vent bacterial growth in 
the meat. Refrigerate im-
mediately, whether in a 
cooler packed with ice for 
the journey home...or 
straight to the fridge! Real-
ly, nothing different than 
beef, poultry, or pork. This 
process helps ensure a 
quality product!  

Now that you have this 
fine bird ready to cook a 
fabulous feast, it is also im-
portant to understand that 
pheasant is generally a 
very lean bird.  If cooked 
properly, it is absolutely 
delicious! “Finger lickin’ 
good”, to quote Mr. 
Sanders! The following 
recipe is very simple, but 
scrumptious! As you will 
note, the sauce calls for a 
bit of wine. Please, pur-
chase wine to use for cook-
ing, that you would drink!  
Visit Gary Brinkman, 
Brinky’s Liquor for wine 
tips! Gary is very well-
rounded and knowledge-
able on wines, spirits and 
beer. He is my “go to guy” 
and has never steered my 
wrong! I had a chat with 
Mr. Brinkman on this very 
recipe, asking for his opin-
ion which wines would be 
best. He of course asked a 
few questions in kind, to 
make his recommenda-
tions. Stop by and chat 
with Gary, you won’t be 
disappointed! 

Roast Pheasant - 
Please note: according to 
USDA guidelines for proper 
internal temperatures for 


